REMINISCENCES

Charles Dilke has made of Europe and of other conti-
nents as well. Grant-Duff had taken heed of the rising
strength of Prussia, and of the position to which, she
was approaching in the political world; and had pre-
dicted clearly enough, long before the event, the possi-
bility and the results of a contest between Imperial
France and Prussia. I remained in England "until
after Sedan and the fall of the Empire; and received
on arriving in New York the news of the surrender of
Metz. Up to the time of the first great defeat of
the French, the general opinion in England had been
that the armies of Louis Napoleon would make their
way to Berlin; and those who held the opinions of
Grant-Duff were in as small a minority as they were
who, after the battle of Bull Run, still believed that
the cause of the North was destined to prevail in the
great American Civil War. By the time I had settled
down again in London the war was over, and the reign
of the Commune was over; and the Emperor Napoleon
was an exile at Chislehurst; and the Tuileries was a
heap of ruins; and M. Thiers was President of the
French Republic; and the Republican Parliament was
sitting at Versailles.

I went back to literary work and to journalism in
London, and I joined the staff of the ' Daily News * as a
writer of leading articles. The 'Daily News* had
made a splendid reputation for itself during the French
and Prussian War, under the bold and brilliant manage-
ment of my friend Sir John Robinson, who had, among
other successes, discovered the genius of Archibald
Forbes as a war correspondent, and induced Henry
Labouchere to write the diary of a besieged resident in
Paris. I joined the staff of the 6 Daily News' on the
invitation of my friend Mr. Frank H. Hill, then and
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